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STOP TTIP AND THE CORPORATE 
TAKEOVER 

Submitted Irt2 on Sun, 07/09/2014 - 19:28 

LONDON TTIP Day of Action Saturday nth 
October 

2pm,RALLY, PARLIAMENT SQUARE, 

https://www.facebook.com/events/1509288315994915 

11.30am,T-TRIP BIKE RIDE, Assemble Lincoln's Inn 
Fields [https://www.facebook.com/pages/Lincolns-Inn- 
Fields/131948886841838] London WC2A, 
https://www.faceb00k.c0m/events/354007021427132 

-visiting people and places that will be affected by TTIP 
including a Global Frackdown at HSBC. US embassies 
across Europe have been offering grants up to $25,000 for 
activities promoting TTIP. Exposing it for the corporate 
power-grab that it is didn't qualify us for one of these 
grants, so please get creative, decorate your bikes, bring 
bells and whistles and help us ride the T-TRIP to 
Parliament Square by 2.00pm. 

<!—break—>TTIP, the US/EU Transatlantic Trade and 
Investment Partnership (called TAFTA - Transatlantic Free 
Trade Agreement in the US) is a 'free trade' agreement 
between the world two biggest economies, being negotiated 
now in secret. However TTIP is not about trade. It is in fact 
a corporate coup that will take us to a "legalised" 
'corporatocracy', a corporate-run world. A broad coalition 
has been formed to defeat it which Rising Tide UK has 
joined. You can sign-up your Group, Network or 
organisation to the International callout for the next 
decentralised Day of Action on Saturday October the 11th 
(text below). 

If agreed, the EU-US Trade Deal (TTIP) would grant 
corporations the power to sue governments, threatening to 
lock-in the privatisation of our schools and NHS. Rules 
that protect workers, the environment, food safety, digital 
rights and privacy would be undermined, with harmful 


industries like fracking encouraged. Together we can stop 
it. 

http: / / stopttip.net/ 

http://www.noTTIP.org.uk 

#NoTTIP 



DOA Call-out text:- Reclaim Democracy! : Roll back 
corporate power! : People and planet before profit! 

Call for European decentralised multi-sectoral day 
of action against TTIP, CETA, TISA and corporate 
free trade agenda* - nth October 2014** 


Civil society, trade unions, farmers and grassroots activist 
groups from all over Europe call for a day of action to stop 




the ongoing TTIP, CETA, TiSA and other free trade 
negotiations and to promote alternative trade policies, 
which put peoples 4 rights, democracy and the environment 
first. 

TTIP (Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership) 
and CETA (Comprehensive Economic and Trade 
Agreement between Canada and EU) are the most 
prominent examples of how trade and investment policies 
are being negotiated undemocratically and in the sole 
interest of large corporations. Negotiations are being 
undertaken in secrecy, with very little information available 
for public scrutiny, while allowing corporate lobbies 
increasing influence over them. 

Should these agreements go ahead, multinational 
corporations will have exclusive rights to sue governments 
before international panels independent from national and 
European legal systems. They will reduce health and safety 
standards in a bid for transatlantic „harmonization“ and 
undermine national and local governments authority to 
prevent harmful business practices such as fracking** or 
use of GMO's. They will induce the sell-off of essential 
public services and force workers and social rights in a race 
to the bottom. 

These policies are closely linked to the ongoing dismantling 
of social standards and the push for privatization of public 
services in the name of "austerity", crisis-policies 44 and 
increasing competitiveness 44 . 

The day of action will make our dissent publicly visible in 
the streets of Europe. We will carry the debate about these 
policies into the public arena, from which the EU 
Commission and European governments try to keep it 
away. And we will promote our alternatives for different 
economic policies. 

We stand in solidarity with citizens and groups around the 
world who share our concerns for the environment, 
democracy, human and social rights. TTIP/CETA/TiSA and 



other similar trade agreements will be stopped by the 
energy which the citizens of Europe, Canada and the US 
put into making our voices heard. 


We call on organisations, individuals and alliances to 
participate by organising autonomous decentralized 
actions across Europe. We welcome diversity of tactics and 
solidarity actions from across the world that will help 
inform, engage and mobilise people locally. 

We can win this battle. Together, let's roll back corporate 
power! 


* Groups are welcome to translate, adapt and change the 
call for your their own mobilisation. 

** Groups are also welcome to choose a different day of the 
week if more appropriate for their local campaign 
*** The lith October is also the Global Frack Down 
Day:www.globalfrackdown.org/events-20i4/ 

[http://www.globalfrackdown.org/events-2014/l 
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There's some videos from the 


There's some videos from the day 


available on the Breaking the Frame 
website [http://breakingtheframe.org.uk 
/ttip-event-oct-2014/]. 
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Semi naked Anti Biomess protesters Occupy 
Avonmouth Port site 

Submitted brton Mon, 19/05/2014 - 19:06 

This morning 11 people entered the site of the proposed 
Helms wood fired Biomass Power Plant, spelling out the 
message ‘no biomess’ in body paint on their naked torsos. 
The Pro renewable energy campaigners from Bristol Rising 
Tide breached Port security at 9.50 am on land next to St 
Andrews Road Station. 

For some great pictures of the action, see: 
https://www.flickr.eom/photos/123175252@N04/ 

(If the link doesn't work straight off, try copying and 
pasting it to your browser) 

Jo Edwards explained: 

“Industrial scale biomass trashes global forests and local 
health. This is a friendly shot across the bows - if 
investors and the Port try to dump more toxic dust and 
dodgy energy generation on Avonmouth they’re going to 
find the construction process difficult, expensive & very 
embarrassing” 

If built, the power station would burn 850,000 tonnes of 
imported wood chip each year and contribute to climate 
change through CO2 emissions and deforestation. 


In a recent BBC interview the company responsible, Helius 


conceded that at least half of the fuel burnt wouldn’t be UK 
waste wood. Similar imports to the country’s biggest power 
station Drax come from clear cutting forests in North 
America. Importing this amount of wood will drive 
deforestation, habitat and biodiversity loss and human 
rights abuses in exporting countries. 

Chris Thomson added: 

“We’re here today in solidarity with communities affected 
by deforestation to power far-away countries, as well as 
Avonmouth locals. Residents here are already badly 
affected by the toxic wood dust from biomass pellet 
processing that’s brought a rise in respiratory problems to 
the area,” said xxxx, who has taken the day off work to 
attend the protest. “It is in the Port corporation’s power to 
refuse to lease the land to Helius Energy for this 
destructive proposal. We wanted to come here while 
there’s still time to prevent it.” 

“Big biomass is a scam waiting to be exposed- an industry 
dependent on public subsidies which can’t be maintained. 
Leaks from the government’s own Department for Energy 
and Climate Change make it clear that industrial scale 
biomass is worse for the climate than coal, as well as 
spreading potentially lethal pollution to neighbouring 
communities. Financers and the Port could be supporting 
real renewables instead: more wind, wave and solar 
power would generate more jobs, a lasting return and 
provide genuine energy security. It’s a no brainer.” 

“Although biomass is currently classified as ‘renewable 
energy’ by the UK government, large-scale biomass is 
neither renewable nor environmentally friendly. Even the 
Mayor has conceded that this biomass proposal is 
incompatible with Bristol’s aspirations of being a 
‘European green capital’ in 2015”. 



Residents of Avonmouth are concerned about air pollution 
and health impacts of the plant: emissions could include 
nitrogen dioxide, sulphur dioxide and small particulates 
from wood dust. 

Bristol Rising Tide act independently from but are 
members of the Avon Coalition Against Big Biofuels. 
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3RD VAL "DAZZLE" MEMORIAL SHELL 
GARAGE BLOCKADE 

Submitted Irt2 on Sun, 23/03/2014 - 17:27 

London Rising Tide blockaded and shut down the 
Old Street Shell garage on the night of 14th March 
in memory of Shell activist and sambaista Val 
Dazzle, who lost her battle with Motor Neurone 
Disease in early 2010. They were joined by friends 
from Rhythms of Resistance samba band and other 
Shell2Sea friends in London. Val '’Dazzle”- due to 
her winning smile - was a prominent member of 
London Rising Tide and the Band, with whom Val 
played for many years, even in a wheelchair just a 
few months before she passed away. 



<!—break— >She was the first person from the UK 
mainland to visit the Rossport, Co.Mayo, 
resistance Camp. Still campaigning against the 
dangerous gas pipeline being built there, over and 
under quicksands and the bog (!). 

The London, Old Street Shell garage has been closed many 
times by activists over the years and there have been 
several previous memorial blockades in memory of Val, 
notably the one in 2012, organised and effected for many 
hours by the Metropolitan Police. 

As well as Val's huge ‘Shell Hell’ banner, this time there 





was a new very special banner with the legend “Val Dazzle 
shines on and on”. The entrances to the garage were closed 
down at around 7.45pm, and a string of motorists were 
advised to move on. 

Activists handed out loads of leaflets to motorists and 
passers-by - these drew attention to areas of Shell mass 
destruction and climate chaos inducement: the Canadian 
Tar Sands project in Alberta, which if all is refined and 
burnt will cause a 6degreeC "warming"; the Rossport 
pipeline and refinery ; and the River Niger Delta in Nigeria, 
where a "Deepwater Horizon's worth" of oil is leaked every 
year, going mainly unreported because it's in Africa! 

After nearly half an hour, a lone constable turned up in a 
police van. He warned protestors that as they were 
‘obstructing the highway’ they may be liable to arrest and 
pointed to the CCTV cameras, saying the protest was being 
monitored. He sent the driver of a huge 4x4 Range Rover 
on his way after he’d tried to nudge his way in by slowly 
driving at samba dancing activists and threatening a 
photographer. 

For another 30 minutes, protesters allowed entry to the 
occasional vehicle but turned most away with persuasion 
and some fluffy bubble-supported stoicism, until the pub 
beckoned after successfully disrupting Shell’s business for 
more than an hour. There, toasts were raised to Val who 
would have soundly approved of the event. To those who 
knew and loved her, it was a special evening of tactical 
frivolity, no doubt they’ll be back in 2015 or maybe before. 
For more photo's and details see further below and with 
thanks to:- http://ind5Tikki.wordpress.com/2014/03 
/14/london-rising-tide-blockaded-shell-garage-last-night- 
in-memory-of-fellow-activist/ 


WHAT ELSE IS GOING ON WITH SHELL? 


Early this year new CEO van Beurden replaced Voser (who 
took home £701 last year-half his 2012 pay). This was 
shortly followed by a massive profits warning, their first in 
a decade. Profit dropped by 38% in 2013 (still $i6.7bn 
though!) and fell by 71% in the 4th Quarter. It is not known 
if these two events were connected. 

Shell now aims to sell £9billion worth of assets in next two 
years to raise cash, cutting investment by 20%. This has 
already begun with disposal of two stakes in Australian 
LNG projects (£609m) and a stake in a Brazilian offshore 
oil project (£6oom). 

In the USA they are looking to sell their stake in the 
Houston-Houma oil pipeline in Louisiana for $ibn and 
slash spending on oil & gas production in 2014 by 20%. 
Shell intend to move most of the remaining 80% AWAY 
from shale gas into oil and "liquid-rich shale". The shale 
gas "boom" in the USA was only ever about getting at the 
associated, previously "difficult" uneconomic oil. 2013 saw 
Shell have $68701 of writedowns on USA shale gas 
business. Apart from Shell, generally, USA shale gas 
extraction has only ONE field (Marcelles,Pennsylvania) 
that has not already passed peak production and currently 
it costs $1.50 to get back every dollar. Seems that bubble is 
now in an Old Street garage floor situation? 

Shell have suspended their Alaskan Arctic Sea exploration 
project for 2014 (but could later resume). However, they 
continue to rapaciously push the boundaries of exploration 
and extraction by pursuing ever riskier "difficult" oil & gas 
projects involving fracking, tar sands and through deep 
water projects like their big hope offshore Iraq, with 
resultant capital and human costs. Sadly a German tunnel 
worker died last year on the Rossport pipeline, whilst the 
specialist tunneling machine was unprecedentedly boring 
through the infamous doib quicksand. 



Finally, Shell gave notice that they intend to continue to 
split downstream operations into separate businesses, 
presumably with a view to sale. We also understand that 
from April, ALL retail filling station franchise 
arrangements in the UK will come to an end, much like 
what was already happening in the USA. This will leave 
such garages under direct Shell UK control. Bidders 
anyone? We understand a profit can still be made on some 
chocolate bars. 


Back at Old Street, as well as the samba rhythms, there 
were dancers, and a giant bubble performance. 
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Take Action in April to stop a Big Biomess 

Submitted Irt2 on Thu, 20/03/2014 - 19:58 

This April our friends at Biofuelwatch are organising two 







events in London which shine the spotlight on the 
destructive big biomass industry and we invite you to join 
us helping them! 

Wednesday 9th April7pm Biomess Awards @ 
Gibson Hall, 13 Bishopsgate, EC2N 3BA 

Come along to our Alternative Biomess Awards 
Ceremony which will be held outside a conference 
bringing together the biggest corporate names in biomass. 
Representatives from key organisations in the global 
biomass industry will be attending to discuss how to 
further increase their profits from environmental 
destruction and social injustice. 

Join us in showing contempt for this celebration of the 
profits of a few at the expense of many, by voting online 
[http://www.biofuelwatch.org.uk/biomess-awards/] 

(http://www.biofuelwatch.org.uk/biomess-awards/) for 

who you deem to be Biggest Biomass Baddie. Then, come 
and watch the winner receiving their award at our 
alternative ceremony on the 9th. 

Please help us spread the word through the facebook 
events page [https://www.facebook.com/events 
/825673764115966/j, by forwarding details, by tweeting 
with #biomessawards, and/or by distributing. 

Wednesday 23rd Aprili2pm Drax AGM @ Grocers’ 
Hall, Princes Street, EC2R 8AD 

Join us outside the Drax AGM to call for an end to big 
biomass and coal and for an end to subsidies that allow 
operators like Drax to keep profiting from destruction. 

<!—break—> 

Drax power station in Yorkshire is converting 3 of its 6 
units to run on biomass. Since its last AGM it has 


converted and opened one unit and burned up to 5.5 
million tonnes of green wood (mostly imported) - 
that’s equivalent to more than half of the UK’s annual 

wood production. At full capacity this unit alone will 
have netted them £190 million in subsidies. When all 3 
units are converted they’ll be looking at almost £700 
million a year - paid for through our increased fuel 
bills. What’s more, Drax’s conversion actually allows it to 
burn more coal long into the future. Even after the 
conversion they’ll be burning some 3.7 million tonnes 
of coal every year from opencast mines in the UK and 
imported from places like Colombia, where communities 
have been forced off their land for expanding mines. 

Visit http://www.biofaelwatch.org.uk/2014/drax- 
agm-2014/ for more informatio. Please help us spread the 
word through the facebook events page, 
[https://www.facebook.com/events/640772895978516 
/?ref=5] by forwarding this or by tweeting with 
#protestdrax. 
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BP LOGO FORCES TATE MEMBERS TO 
GO 

Submitted Irt2 on Thu, 13/02/2014 - 20:38 



<!--break—> 


BP has dominated the Tate Members Annual General 
Meeting (AGM) for years and 2013 was no different. 
London Rising Tiders joined our friends of the Reclaim 
Shakespeare Company to support other activists inside the 
meeting on the steps of Tate Britain, a house of culture so 
tarred by the oily stench of BP patronage that several 
members had chosen to resign in protest (you can read a 
resignation statement here: http://newint.org/blog/2013 
/12/06/tate-art-oil-sponsorship ). At the moment of their 
declaration, voices rose from the steps outside, singing and 
proclaiming desire to see the arts free from the taint of oil. 



Our hearty cries of "Art Not Oil!" - set to the tune of the 

sweet ballad "Hey Baby (Uh Ah)" from that talented er 

minstrel DJ Otzi - carried full into the meeting-room 

protest. See more at: http://www.artnotoil.org.uk/blog/bp- 

sponsorship-provokes- [http://www.artnotoil.org.uk 

/blog/bp-sponsorship-provokes-tate-member- 

resignations-agm#sthash.TW9TEZad.dpuf] tate-member- 

resignations-agm#sthash.TW9TEZad.dpuf 

[http://www.artnotoil.org.uk/blog/bp-sponsorship- 

provokes-tate-member-resignations- 

agm# sthash.TW9TEZad. dpuf] 

Community: 

London Friends Other 
Tags: 

Action: Greenwash Action: Other action Image 

User tags: 
arts sponsorship 


ART NOT OIL COALITION LAUNCHED AS 
BP TARGETED IN TATE CARBON DATE 

Submitted Irt2 on Thu, 02/01/2014 - 02:31 

The Art Not Oil Coalition got underway with several 
spectacular Actions. A large turnout of London Rising 
Tiders helped our friends of Liberate Tate with theirs, 
organised at Tate Britain. 

Fifty veiled figures dressed in black carried out a 
performance art installation entitled ‘Parts Per Million’ 
throughout a series of rooms in the so-called ‘BP Walk 
Through British Art’ at Tate Britain during the art gallery’s 
official re-opening (Saturday 23 November 2013). The 
piece critiqued the role that Tate is playing in exacerbating 
climate change by bolstering the public perception of BP 
through its long-standing sponsorship relationship. 



<!—break—> 

The art at Tate Britain was reordered chronologically this 
year. The Liberate Tate performance began in the ’1840' 
room, when the industrial revolution started to 
significantly impact emission levels, to the present day 
room with contemporary art created as carbon dioxide 
levels reached an all-time high of 400 parts per million 
(ppm). Leading climate scientists consider 350 ppm to be 
what must be returned to in this century for earth to be safe 
for human life for generations to come. In each room the 
Liberate Tate performers arranged themselves in a 
different configuration and counted aloud en masse the 
increase in atmospheric carbon ppm during that time 
period. 

One of the performers said: “Any celebration of British art 
that prominently bears the BP logo is also endorsing that 






company’s business model which explicitly involves the 
destruction of a safe, liveable climate. Tate Britain 
celebrates with a ‘House Warming Party’, but the presence 
of BP, one of the companies data shows is most responsible 
for climate change due to its carbon emissions, makes it 
more of a ‘Global Warming Party’.”. “Tate’s vision 
statement says that it will ‘demonstrate leadership in 
response to climate change’. Yet oil companies like BP are 
actively looking for ways to expand their markets and find 
new reserves at a time when the world needs to be 
dramatically reducing the amount of fossil fuels that are 
being burnt. By actively promoting BP, Tate is positioning 
itself on the side of the fossil fuel companies that are 
actually creating dangerous climate change.” 

The national collection of British art housed at Tate Britain 
- art owned by the public - was rebranded the ‘BP Walk 
through British Art’ in May: in the very week it was 
announced carbon dioxide levels had reached 400 ppm. A 
report published in the week of the action estimated that 
BP was responsible for 2.5% of global historic emissions, 
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/interactive 
/ 2013/nov/ 20/which-fossil-fuel-companies-responsible- 
climate-change-interactive. 

There is growing alarm from artists, Tate members and 
visitors that Tate is providing support to a corporation 
creating climate chaos and forcing climate-conscious 
gallery visitors into an uncomfortable position if they want 
to enjoy art at Tate. Last year Tate said in a reply to a 
freedom of information request that it had received more 
representations raising concerns about BP’s sponsorship 
than any other issue since the oil company became linked 
to the gallery in 1990. Evening Standard art critic Brian 
Sewell asked: “I wonder if BP realises how sick of its initials 
some of us are? Not only is there now a BP Walk, but there 
are BP Displays of Turner, Blake and Moore, and BP 


Spotlights too. Are we soon to buy BP sandwiches in the BP 
cafe, drink BP water from the BP waterspout, and dry our 
hands on BP paper in the BP loo?” 
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ART NOT OIL COALITION LAUNCHES 
WITH NEW WEBSITE 

Submitted Irt2 on Thu, 02/01/2014 - 01:45 

As both a Rising Tide UK Campaign and a Rising Tide 
National Group, "Art Not Oil" has railed against Big Oil 
cultural sponsorship since 2004. We are pleased to 
announce it has now become a coalition of autonomous 
organisations united around the aim of ending oil 
sponsorship of the arts and sharing resources as the Art 
Not Oil Coalition. 

The founding members of this new coalition alongside 
Rising Tide UK are:- Liberate Tate, Platform, the Reclaim 
Shakespeare Company, Shell Out Sounds and the UK Tar 
Sands Network; who have agreed to campaign together 
under the following :- 

ART NOT OIL COALITION JOINT STATEMENT 


"We represent a cross-section of people - artists, cultural 


event and gallery-goers, environmentalists, human rights 
activists and others - who believe that oil company logos 
represent a stain on our cultural institutions. 

Oil companies cultivate arts and culture sponsorship 
relationships to help create a ‘social licence to operate’. 

This contributes to the false veneer of legitimacy that 
enables them to keep expanding operations at a time of 
climate crisis and to stifle the demands for justice of those 
communities who live on the frontline of their destructive, 
polluting operations. 

Only a decade ago, tobacco companies were seen as 
respectable partners for public institutions. That is no 
longer the case. It is our hope that fossil fuel companies 
will soon be seen in the same light. The public is rapidly 
coming to recognise that the sponsorship programmes of 
BP and Shell are means by which attention can be 
distracted from their impacts on human rights, the 
environment and our global climate. 

Breaking the sponsorship link between oil companies and 
arts institutions will not alone prevent disasters such as the 
devastating tar sands projects being inflicted on the 
Indigenous communities of Alberta, Canada. It will not 
bring justice where it is due, for example, for the pollution 
and destruction inflicted on the people and lands of the 
Niger Delta and the Gulf of Mexico. 

But by creating an informed public debate questioning the 
acceptability of associating these companies with our 
respected and much-loved cultural institutions, we 
strengthen attempts to hold the fossil fuel industry 
accountable in political and financial spheres. 

We understand that securing adequate funding is 
challenging for many arts and cultural institutions in the 
current climate, but believe that it is vital for the very 
future of a free and independent arts sector that 
institutions stick to their principles and show leadership on 
moral issues such as this. 



The groups in the Art Not Oil coalition invite others to 
work with us directly and indirectly to end public arts and 
culture bodies promoting oil company interests. This is an 
essential step towards ending the stranglehold these 
companies have on the corridors of power, which is a major 
obstacle preventing the transition to a fair and low-carbon 
society." 
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Rising Tide is a grassroots international 
network of groups and individuals who 
take direct action to confront the root 
causes of climate change and to promote 
local, community-based solutions to the 
climate crisis. 



Rising Tide UK, 62 Fieldgate Street, London, El 1ES 
Tel: +44 (0)7708 794665 

Follow @risingtide_uk on Twitter 


Find us on Facebook.com/risingclimate 
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